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an old geologist, who has many other duties upon him, both
scientific and official.

"The last three years of my life (as regards my own
career as a geologist) have been chiefly spent in preparing
and working out a new classification of the rocks of ray
native country, the Highlands of Scotland, and I am now
endeavouring to give the last touches to this labour of love
and hard work preparatory to the meeting of the British
Association at Aberdeen, at which I shall have to hold forth
on the subject."

But Murchison, though an indefatigable correspondent
with his friends and acquaintances, had lived too long apart
from the forms and routine of official business to get very
readily into the ways and style usual in public departments.
His letters were apt sometimes to look like embryo lectures,
or even like bits of some of his presidential addresses. It
was not encouraging to him consequently to receive three
lines of official acknowledgment in answer to a document
which perhaps covered a good many foolscap pages. Now
and then too, being on a personal and friendly footing with
the heads of other public departments, he would write to
them on public business, but in such a way as to leave
them in doubt whether he meant his communication to
have an official character. Of all those with whom, by
virtue of his position in the Survey, he had to come into
frequent official relations, there was none who used such
plain language to him and of him as the Comptroller of the
Stationery Office, the late J, E. M'Culloch, That stern
guardian of the public purse had no sympathy, or even
patience, for the Survey's scientific publications, which, in
obedience to Treasury orders, the Stationery Office had tothe part oforeign and Colonial Offices and the Jermynof Great Britain."Director-General, and appointed in April 1867, PSir Henry James and Professor Nicol, as will be
